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Rajpramukh {Skt., ruling
chief). Title used 1948-56 for the
constitutional head, equivalent of
governor, of a union of princely
states within the Indian Union.
The title was usually given to one
of the princes whose states had
been merged into a larger unit. In
each union of states there was also
an up-rajpramukh (deputy).

Rajput (Skt., king's son).
Mainly Hindu people in the N. of
the Indian sub-continent between
Sind and the Uttar Union, belong-
ing chiefly to the warrior caste.
The area in which most of them
live is called Rajputana (v.i.). In
the times of the Moguls the Rajput
princes gave their daughters in
marriage to the conquerors ; but
this was never done by the rulers of
Udaipur, whose fortress of Chitor
was three times sacked, the last
time by Akbar in 1567. In memory
of that disaster the ruler of Udaipur
made a vow never to set foot in
Delhi. The emperors Jehangir,
Shah Jehan, and Aurungzebe were
the sons of Rajput princesses ; the
last in spite of his orthodoxy also
took a Rajput bride. Only a small
section embraced Islam. The
premier Sikh maharaja of Patiala
traced his descent from the Rajput
dynasty of Jaisalmir. A Rajput
famous in England as a cricketer
was K. S. Ranjitsinhji.

Rajputana. Geographical name
of an area of N.W. India bounded
by Bombay, the Punjab, the Uttar
Union, and Madhya Union. The
Aravali Hills cross the region from
N.E. to S.W.; the larger portion
N.W. of the hills is sandy and in-
fertile, and forms on the W. the
desert of Thar; the smaller area
S.E. of the hills is more elevated,
rainier, and more fertile, and is
drained by the Chambal and its
tributaries. In the N.W. the
people are nomadic, with herds of
cattle, sheep, and camels ; in the
S.E. millet, oilseeds, wheat, and
barley are grown. The Rajputs
are Hindus who speak Rajasthani.
Jaipur is the largest Rajput city.
After the partition of British
India into the countries of India
and Pakistan in 1947, 18 of the 23
Rajput states formed Rajasthan
(q.v.}. Aj nier (q.v.) was merged in
Rajasthan in 1956.

RajshahL Former division and
district of Bengal. In 1947 it was
divided between India and Paki-
stan. The original div, stretched
from the Padma distributary of
the Ganges, W. of the Brahma-
putra, to the frontier of Bhutan.
The staple crop is paddy, but jute
and oilseeds are also cultivated,

and the hemp of Rajshahi supplies
ail Bengal's requirements of the
drug ganja. On June 12, 1897, the
dist" was shaken by an earth-
quake which destroyed many
public buildings. The East India
Company took over the Zemmdary
of Rajshahi in 1765 ; it was re-
duced in size in 1793, and later by
the formation of the Maid a dis-
trict in 1SI3, that of Bogra in 1821,
and that of Pabna in 1832. Under
partition the dist. of Rajshahi
went to Pakistan, with Rangpur,
Bogra, Pabna, and parts of
Dinapur, Jalpaignuri, and Malda.
Other parts of those three dists.
went to India, which also took
the Darjeelmg dist. of the former
Rajshahi div. The effect of par-
tition was to give the Rajshahi
div. of Pakistan an area of 13,488
sq. m. and pop. of 9,482,611. The
territory assigned to India covers
6,154 sq. m. and has pop. 2,557,854.
Of the dist. of Rajshahi, the area
is 2,526 sq. m. and pop. 1,571,750.
Rakahanga. One of the Cook
Islands, a dependency of New
Zealand. It lies 25 m. N. of
Manihiki and 670 m. N. of Raro-
tonga. It is an atoll, but the
lagoon has no pearl shells. Copra
is produced. Pop. 318.

Rake. Implement used for
heaping loose material together,
for smoothing the ground in con-
nexion with sowing, for pulling out
weeds, and other special purposes.
Essentially a rake is a toothed bar
attached at right angles to a
handle. The teeth, or tines, are of
wood in a light hay-rake, long but
also wooden in a caving rake, and
of steel wire in a general purpose
rake, while couch-rakes for weed-
ing have curved iron teeth, and
heel-rakes long curved steel teeth.
For work on a large scale a horse-
rake is used. A cultivator is a
rake with long, curved, barbed tines.
Rake. A nautical term to
describe the backward, stem to
stern, slope of a ship's masts or
funnels ; also the backward slope
of the stern by as much as it
overhangs the keel. When a mast
inclines towards the bow, like the
foremast of the Spanish galleon,
it is said to have a fore-rake.
A rakish ship indicates a vessel
having fast lines but an undis-
ciplined appearance. Raking fire
is when guns enfilade a ship, or
sweep it in the direction of its
length. In architecture the rake
of a roof ia its slope or pitch ; in
the theatre the rake of a stage is
its inclination from level; and in
mining a rake is a vertical or
highly inclined rent or fissure fin
the strata.

Rake's Progress, THE. Series
of eight pictures by Hogarth
(in the Soane Museum, London).
It was painted after the artist
had established his reputation in
1734 with the series of The Har-
lot's Progress. The rake is a young
man of fashion who plunges into
debauchery, seeks to recuperate his
waning fortune by gambling, ia
imprisoned for debt, and finally
ends his days in a lunatic asylum.
A ballet in six scenes based on
the Hogarth series, with music
by Gavin Gordon, choreography
by Ninette de Valois, and decor by
Rex Whistler, was produced at
Sadler's Wells in 1935. The word
rake in this connexion comes from
the 16th century phrase rake-hell.
Rakoczy OR RAGOTSKY,
GEORGE (1591-1648). Prince of
Transylvania. The son of Sigis-
mund Rakoczy, a Hungarian
magnate, he was elected prince of
Transylvania in 1631. In 1643 he
allied himself with the Swedes and
the French, and roused Hungary
against Austria with the intention
of making himself king of Hun-
gary. When his army was close on
Pressburg (now Bratislava) he was
compelled, by the intervention of
the Turks, to conclude an armis-
tice, on which peace soon followed.
As a reward for abandoning his
pretensions, Rakoczy received the
hereditary dignity of a prince of
the empire and seven Hungarian
counties. He died Oct. 24,1648.
Rakoczy's son, George (1621-
60), became prince of Transyl-
vania. He fought against the
Poles and was deposed, being
killed whilst resisting the Turks.
His only son, Francis (1645-76),
was prince for a short time, and
the latter's son, Francis (1676-
1735), became, owing to his
wealth and descent, the leader of
the Magyars in their rising against
the rule of the Hapsburgs.
Raleigh. City of North Caro-
lina, U.S.A., the state cap. and
the co. seat of Wake co. It is 205
m. N.E. of Columbia, and is served
by the Southern and other rlys.
An important educational centre,
it is the site of Shaw university,
and contains the state college of
agriculture and mechanical arts,
and colleges for women and
coloured students. Among _ the
products are cotton goods, hosiery,
agricultural implements, boilers,
and stationery. Raleigh is an early
example of town planning, the
ground plan of the city having
been adopted by the state con-
vention in 1792. The city was
named in honour of Sir Waltei
Raleigh. Pop. (1950) 65,679.